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Tax AVENSER—FamiLy Jans.

'8 GARDEN, Brondway.— Afternoon and Evening—
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AMEmIcAN Covsin—EKiNg's Garosrzn

WALLACK'S THRATRE, Broadway—Tum VETaRix; on,
FRANCE AND ALGRRIA, R

LAURA EEENF'S THEATRE, Ne. 68 Broadwuny.—Oun
ANEBRICAN COUSIN—JRNNY Liwe.

BARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM, DBrosdway.—After-
noon and Evening— NEGuo w:—cummn, &o.
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ruioFIAN BONGS, DaxcEs, &0 —Mrsrio BPELL,
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way—NEGRO BoNgs aND Buniesques—Wioe Awaxs,

ACADEMY OF MUBIC. Fourtsenth street.—How. Honrics
Gueersy's' Lectuse ox Grear Mus,
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MAILS FOR EUROPE.,
Fhe New York Hernld—Editlon for Europe.

The Cunard mail steamship Asis, Capt. Lott, will leave
this port to-day for Liverpool.

The European mails will close jn this city st half-past
ten o'clock this morning.

The Europenn edition of the Hemarn will be published at
ten o'clock in the morning. Single copies, in wrappers,
8ix cents.

Subscriptions and advertisements for any edition of the
Nuw Yorg HErarp will be received at the following places
in Europe :— e
Lowpox . . .. Sampron Low, Son & Co., 47 Tudgate

Lmslm Starr & Co., 74 King William stroet,
Panm.. .. ..Lansipg, Baldwin & Co., 8 piace de la Bourse,
Laverroos, . Laneing, Starr & Co., No, 9 Chinpel street.

R. Stuart, 10 Fxchange etreet, Eaat,
Havns,.... Lansing, Baldwin & Co., 21 Rue Corpeille.
Haxnons .. De Chapeaunge & Co.

The contents of the European odition of the Hxraro will
pombine the news received by mail and telegraph at the
office during the previous week and up to the hour of
publicaticn.

The News.

In Congress yesterday the Sepate took up and
passed the House bill modifying the pay of officers
of the army. Among the amendments adopted by
the Benate was one cutting off the brevet pay of
Gen. Scott, some five thousand dollars only. A bill
regulating the mileage of members was introduced
and referred. Notice was given of a motion
to take up the Old Soldiers’ Pension bill to-
day, in order to have a test vote on it
The bill providing for the acquisition of Cuba
was then taken up, and Secnators Crittenden
and Hale delivered elaborate speeches in opposition
to the measure. The Honse was engaged in discuss-
ing the Senate's amendment to the Indian Appro-
pristion.

In the Legislature yesterday the Senate passed
the bill to extend the charter of the Harlem Rail-
road. The Assembly was occupied in debate upon
the Registry Law bill.

We publish some very interesting details con-
cerning the landing of the ex-Emperor of Hayti, his
family, and suite, at Kingston, Jamaica, this morn.
ing. Ttappears that some exiled Haytiens, with
exceeding bad taste, grudged his fallen Majesty
the shelter which had been extended to themselves
when in trouble, and that one of them went so far
as to attempt an assanlt on his person. It is highly
probable, had not the British frigate Melbourne
touched at Port an Prince, that either Soulonque or
his Cabinet Ministers, or perhaps all of them, would
have lost their lives at the hands of the excited popu-
lace. Asitwas the ex-Emperor, his wife and family,
had to be escorted through the streetsleading to the
harbor by a strong force of English marines, ac-
companied by the British and French Consuls, 1t
was proposed by the crowd to fire the house in
which the ex-Ministers were lodged: but President
Geffrard having issued 4 soothing proclamation, the
deposed officials were permitted to go into exile.
Boulougue was abont to rent a mansion at Kings-
ton, where hiz appearance, aided perhaps by his
cash, had impressed the white population favor-
ably towards him.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday,
Florence Myers, indicted for burglary in the first
degree in entering the dwelling hounse of John Hig-
gins, 273 Elizabeth street, on the Gth inst, and
stealing $28 worth of silver spoons, pleaded guilty
to the third grade of that offence, and the Recorder
sent him to the State prison for four years and
eight months, John Hustis, jointly indicted with
Wm. Johinson for keeping a faro table at 575 Broad-
way, was convicted on the complaint of Benjamin
F. Hibber, who swore that on the 24th of Novem-
ber he lost $600 in Johnson's establishment. Hus-
tis was committed to prison, and will be sentenced
on Saturday. Hugh Hays, indicted for an assanit
with intent to kill Michael O'Riley on the 4th of
April, plended guilty to assault and battery,
and was remanded for sentence. Wm. Foster,
who was jointly indicted with William Hanley for
assanlting Thomas Burns, in Tammany Hall, on the
night of the 24th of November, was convicted of
an assault and battery. It appeared from the
evidence that Burns was a “regular” delegate to a
convention to nominate Councilmen, and that the
defendant was one of the “irregulars,” who heil
possession of the room, and who attempted to pre-
vent the “regulars” from entering, which resalted
in a Tammany fight. Foster will be gentenced on
the last day of the term. 1t s understood that the
Grand Jury will bring in billa of indictment this
morning against the alleged murderers of Decker,
in the Bixth ward.

At the meeting of the Board of Ten Governors
yesterday a resolution, réquesting the Common
Couneil to examine the books and affirs of the
Almshouse Department, was adopted. There were
H,270 persons in the [nstitation in charge of the
Governora on the 12th instant. A bill for oystera
supplied to Bellevne Hospital from the 23d of
Beptember to the 27th of January, amounting to
"I. T8 71, was referred to the Warden for explana-
tion.

A few of the members of the Board of Council
men instructed the Clerk yestorday to call a spe-
cial meeting of the Board on Wednesday, at three
o'clock, for the purpose of pussing the tax levy.
The foreign news by tie America hnd & tendeney 0 wun.
‘tie the cotton market yewterday. Tho sales were con.
Aton few hundrod balee, in store, which were 100
«1ed In amount to alford any correst critarion of prices,
%4 rumored that some B00 haler were sold in ransil,
» seemed disposed (0 await the arrival of private
“wow by the steamor before doing much. Private des.
¢ lew, it wan reported, had come o hand rrom one op
cwo ol the Gulf ports, which teaded to show that reosipi
bia o pome extent been chooked, Whe truth of which,
Lowover, we could not fully tewco, Flour was ngain
o mer, with protty froe salea both on speculation and Lo
ton domestic trade; common und medium grades again
wold mt better prices.  Whont was beld above the views
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of buyers for prime lots, while sales were limited. Corn
was more active for new, while prices were rather easler.
Pork was heavy aod prices favored purchaseams,
The males embraced new mess st $18 25, mod
prime at $13 60 a $13 62}, Bugars wore in fair demand,
wil: - les of about 900 a 1,000 hhds., included tn which
w rc 102 bhds. 1 ew crop Cubs muscovado st rales given
Io snciber colum. The sales alse embraced sbout 1,300
bexes b Tie. a Die. Colfee was steady, but quiet,
Frelg bis were steady, with moderate engagements, among
wlih were rome lots of compressed and uncomproased
11 4o Liverpool st 5-32d. and 3164., and a lot of Sea
©vrddo. at §84. Rosin at 18, 103d. to 5., and tierce

beel ai s,

The State of Affairs in Europe.

The aspect of affairs in Europe, as conveyed
is the report from Halifax yesterday of the news
by the steamship Americs, wears anything but a
pacific aspect.

What most characterises the present state of
aflairs is its marked similarity to the condition
of things previous to the breaking out of the
Crimean war. Then we had continual rumors
(rom ‘“the best informed circles” that the ques-
tions pending would be amicably adjusted, and
official journals preached peace up to the lust
moment.  Yet England, France, Russia and the
other continental Powers went on with their
belligerent preparations until all Christendom
found iteelf fighting the battle of the Turk, or
maintajning an armed neutrality that was nearly
a8 costly as war. Soin the presentcase. In
England, while the official journals disclaim all
intention on the part of the government to per-
mit itself to be mixed up with the new complica-
tions which have urisen, there is a marked
activity in the gunpowder department, and the
country looks anxiously for the opening of Par-
liament, which was to take place in a few days.
France presents even more marked indications
of war than England. The cavalry is being
filled up with urgency, artillerymen are making
large preparations of cartridges, ships are
ordered from Cherbourg to the Mediterranean,
and other signs are visible on all sides.

All these evidences, however, do not prove
that war is going to take place between France
and Austria, or between France and England,
or Sardinia and anybody else. They are poasi-
bly the signs of something else than an interna-
tional war to make or break Louis Napoleon as
arbiter of Europe. The financial revulsion which
swept over the world a little more than a year
ago has left the material prosperity ot the go-
vernments and communities of the Continent in
a state which is little more than a hollow sham,
The governmentz lave carried themselves
through, and are still keeping up appearances
by a series of loans, which in reality is nothing
more than putting off for a ghort time the day
of reckoning. Trade has not revived, industry
is not prosperous, credit is not restored to that
degree which would warrant the confident belief
that these three elements of peace are in a sound
condition. The financial centres of every capi-
tal in Europe are agitated with the fear that
the public debt, and the vast system which pre-
vaile there of squeezing the active classes to
pay the drones and a brutal soldiery, are about
to follow the old assignats of France and the red
book system of Louis the Sixteenth. Germany
in this respect is rotten to the core, with its enor-
mous list of princes and petty courts. Austria
has been forced to march eighty thousand troops
into Gallicia to keep down the popular fermen-
tation. Ttaly is filled with idleness, profligacy
and poverty.

But it is in France where this state of things
weighs most heavily. There the financial
revulsion of 1837 was apparently stayed and
controlled by a powerful exercise of the imperial
will ; but the results were only warded off for a
while, and not completely passed over. In Paris
at the present moment it is doubtful whether the
court pays moet attention to its preparations for
war, or its efforts to revive the prosperity of
trade and industry. The imperial balls are
brown open twice a week, and everybody is in-
vited, which is equivalent to a command to come,
and no one can appear twice in the same dress,
The efforts to stimulate emigration to Algeria,
the resuscitation of the slave trade to the French
colonies, the vast imperial works that are under-
taken, the desperate gambling on the Bourse,
are all a part of the same system. Every effort
is made to keep up this sham of artificial pros-
perity; but nataral laws must in the end prevail,
and the bubble burst. The stirring up of the
Italian question, as we have on a former occasion
pointed out, bas more to do with these political
necessities of Louis Napoleon at home than it
has with any intention of establishing the liber-
ties of Italy. The whole continent of Europe is
preparing the elements of a volcanic revolution,
which must come sooner or later. Itis only a
question of how long the tinsel may dazzle, or a
brutal soldiery cow the people. A famine or a
frolic may inaugurate the change at any mo-
ment,

Connrecrions asovr Mr, Sioxres.—We are in-
formed on competent authority that the story
which has been circulated of differences between
Hon. Mr. Sickles, Member of Congress, and Mr.
Butterworth, of the Assay Office in this city, is
entirely incorrect, It will be recollected that
Mr. Butterworth was the second of Mr. Sickles
in the Tucker affair,and probably the corres-
pondence which took place in that affair gave
rige to the mistake. At all events, the friend-
ship between the two gentlemen is a8 strong as
ever,

Another Washington correspondent mentioned
that Mr. Bickles was agent for a claim in
one of the departments, held by Secor &
Co., of this ecity. Mr. Sickles is a lawyer by
profession, and very good In his line; and
if any gentleman having a ease in the
courts at Washington, or elsewhere, chooses to
eelect him a8 counsel, he has a perfeet right to
do eo, and Mr. Rickles has an equal right to ac-
cept the case, which, in fuct, would be only prac-
tising in bis line of business. It is no imputa-
ton against the character of a lawyer that he
nitends to his professional duties and takes care
of the iuterests of his clients. But it happens
that Mr. Sickles s not the agent or the lawyer
in that claim, and our correspondent must have
been led into a mistake, not from any unfriendly
purpoee, but from a blundering propensity on the
part of his informant.

These are very small matters for the feiends
of Mr. Sickles to complain of, for if the atate-
ments were all troe, they would not involve any
reflection on his character either as a politician
or as a professional man. He had a perfict right
to quarrel with Mr. Butterworth if he had rea-
sons; but he has not done o, and Le is stil] his
friend, jucluding aleo Tke Fowler, who is a little
slippery. He bad a perfect right, asa lawyer and
man of business, to take a fee, i offered to him,
in the cose of Secor & Co., s well ns in any
otber cnse; but it seems that in that case he
bas done nothing of the kind, and will be so

much the loser.
As n politician, however, he geems Lo have oc.

cupied a very prominent position in the face of | ate name for the new commonwealih, moreover,
the assailants of Mr. Buchanan and his measures, | would be the State of Triainsula, or the Three

and on that score he has given general satisfac- |

tlon to his constituents—a course which some of
hie friends have not followed up with the same
zeal and the same tenacity of purpose that he
has done, We wish Mr. Sickles would infuse a
little of hia epirit and pluck into the democracy
of Tammany Hall. All the original fierté of that
old concern seems to have gone off with Fernan-
do Wood. Tke Fowler & Co. are a slow icam at
best.

Tammany Hall and the Cuba Question—=The

True Position of Parties in New York.

Since the Sachems of Tammany Hall smoked
the pipe of peace in Washington, and cam: home
und passed the Cuba resolutions, which smacked
of the 0ld times when they had a party st their
back, the leaders of the democratic masses im
New York have given no sign of life.

We are well aware, however, that this seem-
ing state of blissful peace among them is only
upparent, aod that they are busy scheming and
plotting amony themselves against each other,
and how to secure the largest share of the god
they worship, which is the spoil. The Tammany
tribe has declared n secret war against all who
dare to introduce anything like the issucs of the
doy umong them, to disturb their happy gorg-
ings, and the recent Cubs resolutions have been
quietly extinguiched. The old gray rats are
well convinced that they have a good thing of
it in the Tammany larder as at present consti-
tuted, and eo they have cautiously declared a
political death penalty ogainst any one who
muy claim on the Cuba platform a show in the
vext distribution from the city flesh pots.
This was precisely the course they pursued

Inst fall, and it is evident to every one
that  their defeat in  the charter elec-
tion was a direct and palpable rebuke

given by the people to the Tunmany spoilsmen.
The Dickinsons, Richmonds, Woods, Fowlers,
Purdys, Tiemanns, Schells and Harts may take
this truth home with them and ponder over it.
By their narrow and selfish policy of cliquz gov-
ernment all the young talent of the city and
State hoa heen driven away to seek other parties
and coalitions a: new field for exertion. It was
this elique tyranny which gave the State over to
the black republicans, and the same baleful in-
fluence is now depriving the parly of all possi-
bility of reorganization under the wise counsels
and leadership of Mr, Buchanan,

Without a new and true issue, with new men
and new leaders, the democratic party can never
hope to regain its ascendency in this city, The
people are sick and tired of the constant interasl
squabbles and distractions on paltry questions of
party discipline and the distribution of the spoils
to the leaders. Rotation iz one of the soundest
planks in the democratic platform, and it must
be brought to bear on the present state of af-
fairs, The old woodpeckers and war horses, the
grand sachems, grand warriors and grand fugle-
men of the democratic wigman must be set aside
in behalf of the success of the party on which
they have lived. If Wood and Tiemann are
eager for another gladiatorial contest to show
their personal prowees, they must bring it off in
a private way, for the old issues are gone, and the
leadere must go with them,

The pew issues have been presented to the
country by Mr. Buchanan, and everywhere they
are scattering the disorganized factions and
making a practical recrystallization of parties.
Foremost among those stands the Cuba question.
It is the Aaron’s rod of the next political cam-
paign, swallowing up all the abstractions of nig-
gerism, free soilism, free loveism, free treasonism,
and everything else that has been so long played
on by political epoil gatherers. Let new men
take Cuba for their rallying cry and watchword,
and it will unite all sections and factions among
the people. Even Mozart Hall and the Pewter
Mug will fall in upon this compromise platform,
or they will be abandoned by the masses. The
vaet trade and manufacturing and mechanical
interests of New York are more deeply interested
in the annexation of Cuba than all the rest of the
Union together; and if a new sot of democratic
leaders will inscribe Cuba upon their banners they
will present n united democracy to the support
of the President, will bring back the young
and vigorous talent of the city and State into
their ranks, and Seward, with his black republi-
cun cohorte and disunion flage, would be borne
out of sight and disappear forever.

Tue GRIEVANCES oF Srates Istaxp—A New
Srate Requmen v tux Ustox.—The extermi-
nation of Quarantine at Staten Island last fall
has involved the residents of that insular ap-
pendage to the State of New York In some pecu-
niary troubles which foreshadow a heavy draft
on their pockets. Subeequent to the conflagra-
tion, when legal proceedings were Instituted
against the parties alleged to be the ringleaders,
a subscription was taken up among the inhabi-
tants of Richmond county, amounting, we be-
lieve, to about nine thousand dollars, for the
purpose of defending the individuals prosecuted
and defraying such other expensea as were in-
curred by the summary removal of Quarantine.
The Supervisors of the county have framed the
tax levy for the present year, and we under-
stand that the taxes on property have been in-
creased nearly forty per cent, as Is alleged, to
meet the expenses which have arisen out of the
proceedings of the first and second of Septem-
ber last; the county thus voluntarily taxing
itself with the smount required to carry out
these proceedings, both of n logal and—as it s
claimed—an [llegal character, in addition to the
tubcriptions to a private fund already created.
The Legislature, it must be remembered, have
aleo in consideration the question whether
the county of Richmond shall not be
held  accountable for the entire damages
aceruing from the burning of the Quaran-
tine buildings, including the expenses of main-
taining Governor King's army of occupation.
I this should be determined agninst the Staten
Islanders, it seems that they will have to pay
three times over for the luxury of a pare and
henlthy stmosphere, free from the dangers of
pestilence; go that in a pecuniary point of view,
the destruction of the Quarantine hospitals will
have proved a costly affuic to the parties inte-
rested,

This isdecidedly a hard case, and in view of
the meddling legislation at Albany with which
this city and its neighboring counties are afict-
ed—the Metropolitan Police law, Quarantine
lawe, Commissions, and 8o forth—would it not
be o good iden, ns if the only cseape from the
nuieanee, to create n new independent State,
composed of the three islands, Manhattan, Long
Island and Staten Island, whose interests are ina
measure identical? We are fully competent to
govern ourselves without the assistance of the
sagucions legielators from the country districts
who row make laws for us. A very appropri-

Islands—a comprehensive, significant and withal
euphonious nomenclature, albeit it is neither
Dutch, Anglo-Saxon, nor yet Indian, in its origin.
Let us think about it!

Lect and L

The business of boring people with what are
called lectures is, by a special Providence, nsualy
confined to country lyceums, wherein the old
folks congregate to sleep, and the young ones to
flirt or pout, as the case may be. Whether or
not we of the metropolis have committed any
perticular enormities this winter is beyond our
ken. We are, of course, awfully wicked at all
times; but it has not appeared that we are more
80 now than usual, except by the overwhelming
number of lectures and kindred humbugs with
which we bave lately been afilicted. The topics
embrace history, biography, sclence, literature,
politics, poetry and art. We have one philoso-
pher expatiating upon King Bomba; another
giving his views upon society in the United
States; a third waxes geological; the redoubtable
Count Jomones is in the field with his French
reminiscences, and the Hon, Massa Greeley heads
the list with an oration upon “Great Men;" and
people are not only expected to go and suffer
these things, but absolutely to disburse current
coin of the United States for the bappy boon of
being bored te death,

That such a terrible result must eventuate
from the efforts of these would-be guides, leaders
and teachers of the people, is beyond per adven-
ture, when we take into consideration the fact
that they almost invariably select some topic
upon which they are entirely uninformed. Take
the Hon. Maesa Greeley, for example : He goes
about the country delivering lectures to the
farmers upon the science of the soil, when the
sclence of the composing stick is the only one
that he ever learned. What a splendid discourse
he could deliver, however, upon the Irish rebel.
lion of *48; the art of getting up a paper revolu.
tion; procuring subscriptions to a liberty
fund, and then taking the liberty to keep
its final destination a profound secret;
or upon the reception of Kossuth; or the No-
tional Kansas Fund, which was raised to slay all
the border ruffians, when they ran away and the
subscriptions “made unto themselves thin air,
into which they vanished;"” or upon that remark-
able breeches pocket which touched pitch in the
shape of a thousand dollar draft, drawn by the
Treasurer of the Fort Des Moines Company In
favor of a lobby member of Congress, and came
forth undefiled! But no; like all great philo-
sophers, the Hon. Massa Greeley is very imprac-
ticable, and instead of lecturing upon topics
with which heis acquainted, he prefers to sail
into the puddle of muddy theories and dingy ge-
neralities, Mr, Park Benjamin, too, is unfortu-
nate in his topic, which shonld be literary infan-
ticide. He could explain to sucking journalists
the whole art and mystery of establishing, rear-
ing and killing off newspapers, as he has had an
extensive experience in journals which have
never lived through the process of dentition.
A history of these unfortunate publications,
which have been nipped in the flower of their
youth and interred, with many tears, no doubt,
by Mr. Benjamin, would be intensely amusing,

The scientific lecturer is safer than the literary
one, The former can gay all manner of stupid
things without danger of detection. In fact, so
far as practical application goes, such sclences
a8 astronomy and geology are little better than
imaginative poetry. Thus, the astronomers tell
us that “the fragments of broken planets; the de-
ecent of meteoric stars upon our globe; the whirl-
ing comets, wielding their loose material at the
solar surface; the wolcanic eruptions in our own
satellite; the appearance of new stars, and the
disappearance of others, are all foreshadows of
that impending convulsion to which the system
of the world is doomed.” So much for celestial
dangers, The geologists tell us that the centre
of the earth is & ball of fire, which must burn
through the crust one of these days; =o that we
are between two burnings, and cannot escape. If
eome philosopher would fix the exact date of
this conflagration, which has now been impend-
ing several centuries, we can guarantee him o
full house for his lecture. According to all the
gavanls’ accounts, we are on the verge of a grand
emash-up, and it would be gratifying to know at
what hour we might expect our doom.

But, omitting the mention of the sciences of
which the world knows nothing definitely, would
it not be much better for the lecturers of the day
to talk shout matters with which they are
acquainted ? After all, however, the ratio of
a lecturer’s value is in precise nccordance
with his notoriety, Thus, the Rev. Mr, Kal-
loch, who onght to found his loctares
rather upon the Erotica than the Encyclo-
pedin, would be worth thirty-three per
cent more than Greeley; and that philosopher
wonid iikcwire be more valuable than a better
man Who had noi been s extensively adver-
tised. But when pecy.» 20 to hear the Chevalier
de Faublas of the puipit, or the Pecksniff of jour-
naliem, it is a natural expectation that they will
talk about matters with which they are identi-
fied; and a8 they fail to do it, the public goes
away bored. All these lecturers, however, are
only the pilot minnows which indicate the ap-
proach of such hig fish as Dickens and Spurgeon,
When they arrive we may expect to see a grand
excitement in all classes of soclety, throwing
all the small fry performers far back in the
shade,

Tur Frvascnarn Insroorro v CoNGRESS,—
There s & positive, and to all appearances o
very resolute majority, in the House of Repret
sentatives agninst any more issues of Trensury
notes, nnd any more loans, until there shall have
been something done to replenish the Treasury
from the eolid receipte of the customs. For
example, Mr. Phelps, Chairman on Ways and
Means, moved (on Monday last) a suspension of
the roles, in order to introduce a bill for a
refssue for two years of some twenty millions of
Treagury notes, and the motion wis rejected by
a vote of 109 to 83. And this majority, exceed-
ing twenty, we apprehend will hold good in the
Houee against all attempts to give the tariif the
go-by, and to fall back .upon more loans or
Treasury notes. The' Senate, we suspect, is
equally decided agaiust giving the tariff ques-
the precedence; and thus, between these two
stools, there is every chance that the Treasury
will fall to the ground, or, in other words, thut
this Congress will close without touching the
financial necessities of the government. An
extra eeenion of the new Congress, thorefors,
loome up into a bold relief, as one of the most
probable contingencics of the coming summor.
Very well. 8o be it The President, as we
have already shown, may turn an extra seasion
to good aeconnt, not only in the matter of tem
porary relief, but in reference to a comprehen-
ive and decleive policy of eetrenchment snd e

form from stem to stern. And so let the
wrangling and distracted democracy of this Con-
gresa fritter this session sway; for, though it
may be the worst thing that could happen for
them, it may prove to be the best thing that
could bappen for the administration and the
country,

Tux ArMmy Rerrescasest.—The Secretary of
War hasdone a good thing in calling together
the special board of army officers, which meets
to-day in Washington to consider and report in
detail their epinion upon these important points
of retrenchment of the army expenses, to wit:—
sy U, s o prsen ook o saporadon

be
2. To what extent can the animals required In the ser-
vice of the Quartermnastor's depariment bo reduced fo
pumbers copsislently with the wanis of the army, and
bow can those required be su ted more economically.
3. What s the best mode of purchasing horses for the

mounted service,
u‘. How can the nrﬂ,mymmrrhmh.
. What i#the best and most sconomical plan for quar-
manent or LmMPOrary

& and in mm red
ters and barTicks, either per or 1 M new
P Wiist plan abould e afopiad for the. disposal of
posts o longer needed for military purposes.

‘With such experienced officers as Ripley, Gar-
nett, Eaton, Chapman, Marcy, and the others
constituting this board, we have reason to anti-
cipate some very considerable trimmings and
prunings. They ought to be able to reduce the
costs of the service at least five millions helow
the December estimates of the Department, and
we trust they will work up some such bill of re-
lief before the expiration of the week. In be-
half of the reduction of the costs of transporta-
tion we have an excellent idea to give them—
the recall of two-thirds or three-fourths of the
troops in Utah. Every thousand men thus re
called to any peint within reach of navigation
will be equal, we presume, to the saving in
transportation of subsistence of a million of dol-
lars a year. A thousand or eight hundred regn-
lar troops are competent to maintain law and
order in Utah.

THE LATEST NEWS.

e P

AFFAIRS AT THE NATIONAL CAPITAL

Our Speclal Washington Despatch,

THE TARIFF QUESTION—REDUCTION IN THE ARMY
EXPENSES—GENKRAL SCOTT'S BREVET PAY CUT
OFF—CORRUPTION IN THE NAVY DEPARTMENT—
GREAT RUSH FOR THE NAPIER BALL, ETC., ET@.

Wasmnaron, Feb, 15, 1859,

Nothing was done to-day by the Committee on Way “and
Means on the taril question. It is still belleved that the
proposition to suepend the act of 1857 for two years will
carry: bul it must be doue ol obco, or an extra session is
inevitable. The committee bad under consideration the
claims pf' several Btates for arrearages of Interest, based
upon the rule adopted in the Maryland case.

The Army bill which passed the Senale to.day cots off
all the brevet pay allowed to General Beolt last year,
amounting to nearly five thousand dollars, Mr, Davis
tried to cut it off last year, but failed.

Bince the action of the House Military Committes in cut-
ting down the Army Appropriation bill, the Secretary of
‘War bas addressed a leiter to said committee, approving
their course. The reduction mmounts to nearly two
million dollars.

The Sherman Naval Investigating Committee expect to
report on Friday next. There has been an immense mass
of testimony taken, showing great loosencss in the prac.
tices and details of several navy yards, especially Brook-
Iyn, and a good deal of conflicting testimony as to the
character of the contracts.

Mr. SBwackbamer, brother of the former Navy Agent,

Feason.  Every mail brings in o mass of lelters from the
elite of Doston, New York uud Philadeiphin, appiying foe
rooma at Willard's the day provious to the ball, It was
at firet intended to dovote only half tho yast dining room
ot that hotel to Lhe use of the daucers, it Lelng contew.
plated to reserve the olber portion for & Sugper room.
The pressure for ticketa has, howevor, compeliod the
committes to change their plan and soleet ollier rooms lur
the supper, whilst the whole of the dining hall, which 18
nearly three hundrod feet long, (s 0 be appropriated te
the votaries of Terpsichore,

This i# not the only alteration that kns been made in the
origioal plan. It was at ‘first proposed to Limit the sub-
scription to o fixed bumber, ia order that the company
might be more solect, but It was soon digcovered that se
excluslve u course would expose the committoe to much un-
friend!y comment and create very general dissatisfaction. Is
ia rumored Wal Lord Napeer, with that pood sonse and taste
which are his distinguishing characteristics, ventured o
suggeat to some of his friends oa the commities that it
would be far more gratifylng and complimeulary to Lady
Napier and fam‘ly, if they could look upon the ball as a
mark of public appreciation and esteem rather than as the
simple, though fattering, wstimonial of privale friondship
It was thereupon imwediately decided 4o make tho sub-
eoripbion gy 1, and the q will be that we
sball witness & gathering of all that |s really respoctable
as well ag fashionable, not only in Washiogton but in the
adjaccnt capitale, No such opportunity has preseutoed it-
80lf for years for comparing the pretensions of our larger
cities to the foremost rank in beauty, taste and wealth.
All who aspire (o the envied post of loadors of fashion
must appear at the Napier ball on Thursdsy, to submit
their clulms, not merely in laces and diamonds, bat in
bmdlni' uud elegance, to ingpection nnd approval. Tha
rivalry between the youngest and fairest of our Northero
helles will be something formidable; for o carry ol the
palm of uperior beauty, wit and fusclnstion, will be a
prize worth contepding for, and will make the winoer a
pationnl celobrity n the world of fushion. Bomo-
thing more, oo, than applause sod admirstion sy
fall to ber share; for be it remembored thst
eeveral of the loftiest families and  titles of
England will be represented at this ball in the persons of
the young noblemen who have just returoed from their
Weslern pilgrimoge.  Who kuows but that they hawe
escaped the arrows of the Indians oaly to fall victims e
the shafis from sly Copid’s quiver?

L that all tbe leadiog journals aro making pro.
purations to do honor Lo this spiendid festivity, and thas
the grandest fents of the immortal Jeokios, of the Looden
Fot, will bo thrown into the shade by the glow.
ing metaphors aud pompous hy Iwrbole of his American
Imitutors. Well, the occasion will be worth all that can
be Eaid of it; for not only will the Napier ball be a fite of
surpaesing brillinocy, marking our rapld sdyvance i sooial
refinement, but it will be & just compliment to a lady pre-
eminently distinguished for ber persioal atltraclions and
virtues as woll us to ber ndmired and respected lord, It
will rerve in addition to testify the good feeliug and esteem
which we entertain townrds Englaud,and which only seek
legi Il like the p to Ifust them-
seives, Amidst all the splendor aod gaiety of this festival,

et 1t Lo remembered that in honoring the guests of the
evening we are paying a free tribute of affection and ro-
spect Lo Lhe great couutry from which our own civilization
springs, and which Lus done so much for that of Lhe world
generally.  Five the Napier baill

THIRTY-FIFTH CONGRESS,
SECOND BE3SION.

Senate.
Wasmvgrow, Feb, 18, 1859.

Prayer was offered by Father Boyle, n Catholic priest.
Not a Senator was o his seat at the opening hour save
one, who retired into the lobby during the prayer.

The Vice Presmewr rapped with hls mallet, and re-
marked that be could not call the vacant desks to como to
order, 0 he would await the arrival of the Scastors,

Al a quarter past eleven'the Senators had droppad in;
80 the journal was read,

Mr. Buvmit, (adm.) of La., offered a resolution that ,
there be evening sersions on Wednesday and Friday te
discuss the Coba bill, Laid over,

The Vice Prestoust submitted Mr. Wright's report oa
the Indian war in Washington and Oregon.,

THE PAY OF ARMY OFFICHRS,

The House bill modifying the pay of army officers was
taken npand amended. It provoked much discusston,
chiefly between Messrs. Pugh and Davis.

Mr. Pran, (adm.) of Ohio, offered an amendment that

the act of February, 1857, be repealed, and the of ali
officers of the urm;_r‘be that pruarlbe:t by t-hu?l:{'l for-
% toous (adm.) of Ga.., supported this view. Army
& m. . , B1| ew.
officers receive much more 'p-.r p:goruom than the
¥ other

accuses George N. Sanders of missiating the of
his office. Banders denies this, snd a witness has been
sent for to rebut Swackbamer. It is also In testimony
that Mr. Wendell, brother, we believe, of the public
prioter, supplied an inferlor article of paint to that ealled
for by contract, and that his scoount was passed, The
other officials of the yard are also in trouble,

A member of the present Congress testified before
Bherman's Investignting Committee that Glancy Jones,
Minister to Austria, whilst o member of Congress, had
made an agreement with witness, then not a member, to
procure him coal contracts from the government, for
which Jones was to receive a commission of five per
ceot.

In case the rumored retirement of Chiel Justice Taney
and Judge McLean takes place, there is no doubt Attorney
General Black would go on the Supreme bench. The op-
portunity would also then be embraced of a r

same of talent does fn an; walk of life. pati-
mated at the price of commussions in the British
lrm;,.léhmm'lwmrr-hrmm Weat Polnt would be

Mr. Pug 's amendment was lost by 14 sgainst 41, and
the bill, with a slight amendment, was pm'ﬁ .
oF

THE MILRAGE OF MEMHRRS,

Mr. Witson, (opp.) of Masa,, introduced & bill to regu-
Inte the mileage of Senators and representatives. It gives
16¢. per mile for distances under 1 miles, 20¢. for dis-
tances between 1,000 and 2,500 , and 25c. for dis-
tances over 2,600 miles—the distance o be computed by
the nearest mail route. Referred to the Judjclury Com.

TR OLD BOLDIERS' PRREION NILL.
Mr. Cray, (sdm ) of Ala, gave notice that he woald to.
morrow call up the Old Soldiers' bill from the House, and
lLiave a test vote on it

THE ACQUISITION OF CTEA,
Mr. CrivreNDEN, (0pp.) of Ky., then took the floor on
he Cuba bill. Mr. C. commenced by admitting the im.
ce and desirabliity of Cuba, the resideuce and rest.
ng pt‘uegn(f“' b He also ad the Presideat’s

ug-

tion of fhe Cubinet.
Senator Gwin purposes, it !s sald, intr

g anamend-

right to negotiate for it without legisiation; -
oay more, if the Presidenl succeeds in acquiriug it by
honorable means, thero are few who would nol huil \be

ment to the Army Appropriation bill, providing that the
five mounted regiments now employed on the frontior shall
be posted across the plains to California, and that it shall
be their duty to convey the overland letter mail. This
can be done by despatching from post to post three or
four men each mall, and whilet it will not add a dollar
additionnl expense, it will save the large outlay now paid
for the transportation of that mail, practice the army as
geouts, and afford protection to emigrants.

All the tickets reserved here for the Napler ball bhave
been sold, and still applications are pouring in.

A Epoaker's warrant was seot by this evening's mail to_
Philadelphia, to the Sergeant-at-Arms’ deputy, for the ar-
rest of Jolin Cngsin, who has refused to appear before the
EBherman Investignting Committes.

The Cneg Yrissarl treaty will probably aot reach heres in
time to be Inid before the Senate this sesplon, as the mes-
scnger fuiled to come by the last steamer,

Mr. Bickles of your city is reported among the absentees
on the Oregon question, It appears that Mr, 8. and Mr,
Hickman, of Pennsylvania, paired off on the final vote.

Among the personal toples of Washington soclety just
now are three fashionable weddings,all to take place
within & month, viz.: Mr. Fustis, M. C. from Loulsiana,
to Miss Coreoran, of Wasahington, daughter of the banker:
Mr. Rigge, of Washington, to Miss Bright, daugliter of the
Senator from Indiana; Mr. Baylor, of Alabama, to Miss
Gwin, daughbter of the Senator from California,

TUE ORNERAL NEWHPAPRR DRSPATCT,
Wasmnaron, Feb, 16, 1850,

The President, In a reply to a resolution of the House,
communicated a message to.day, enclosing a report from
the Attorney General, who says that the loeal officers of
the government at Bavannab have been specially and
etrictly enjoined to perform the duties Imposed on them
by the several acts of Congress for the suppression of the
slave trade; that speclal counsel has been employed to
aid the District Attorney ln prosecuting the offenders; that
the adyicea received satlsfactorlly show the dillgence and
activity of all persons engaged in the public service
to find the who wore inely introduced,
to identily the parties engaged In the crime, and sscortain
other important fucts ted  with the tr i
All this bas been attended to with many difficalties; but
there is good reason to hope they will be overcome, and
Justice, according to the law of the land, executed upon
the offenders, But the present condition of affuirs is auoly
ag to make it absolutely Imy that the pr g
already institated, or those in contemplation, shoald be
given In detml, without very great prejudice to the pablic
interest,

It appears, from an offisial document, that the eost of
the eites of the pavy yards atb Portsmouth, Boston, New
York, Philade!phis, Washington, Norfolk, Biythe [sland,
Mure Island, Backott's Harbor, I'enascols, and the amomt
expended in improvements thereon to the Ist of Decam-
ber, 1868, us (ar as can bo ascertained, was $26,297 000,

The Secrotary,of the Interior bas asked Congress for an
appropristion of $20,000 for taking the conaus of Kansas,
with n viewls 1A admission into the Union, in accordancs
with the recommendation of the Presidest in his aonual
mesruge,

The aggregate number of paseengors artived in the
United States from forelgn conntries, by sea, from the 30th
of Beptomber, 1843, to the 1st of Decomber, 1868, is
4,052,000, of which nml:'tw and a half millions were
mi e,

Our Washington Correspondence.
Wasmnaron, Feb. 14, 1859,

Magmitude of the Preparations for the Napier Ball—presh

Altevations in the Progr Al the Fashionabl

ihe Logsting Cities to be P'resent—Ocoupation for the Jen.

Kinses of the New York amd Country Press— Value o

Intermational Courtexien, ., e,

The Napter ball, which takes place on Thursday next,
T Whe imiversal wople of conversation here, wmd pro.
' oo Lo b Lhe mowtk importaut fasblonable ovest of the

q ; but he (Critlenden) did not regard his saccess
ns certain, on the contrary no time can be more
fnopportune. When the g0 Was p Igated
what echo was retorned from all Bpan, judeed
from all Europe, and even from the down trodden
vince of baf BSpanish pride was touched. The
bans refused to be bought and sold. We bave the
authority of the Spanish government, that not only s
Bpain not conciliasted by oor mauner of approaching
her, but constders It az an iosult, Would the President
have writlen that message, had he known It would be so
considered? Mr. Marcy to Mr, Soulé in 1883, says, it was
ool expedient them to offer to purchase the isaad, aad
how much ger were the cir B now?  If the
President, in the face of the Spanieh decluration, makes
the offer, how can he avold the imputation of premedivatod
insult? God gpeed him, however, in his oegotiation, and
save u# from those probable complications and wars, of
which this same Cuba may be the cause. Diplomagy, in-
stead of now pressing the obooxious offer, shiould rather
leave it m, aud scck to renew it in some one
of the usand events that ocour o the [fate
of nations. Buppose Spala  were (o sell—enppose
England and France, who propose a tripartite treaty, were
to permit her to sell the island she holds as trustee, woere
are we to get the money? We bave been obliged to go in
debt for our houschold expenses, We have raised ooe
loan for market money, and another (8 wanted, The
treasury emits a funeral sound when we knock for money,
for none {8 there. He did not mean to say the country
cannot produce any amount of men and mooey, but it is
more convenient to do #o at one time than auother, s it
couvenlent now o have fastened on ua and our childrenn
ten million per annum futerest on o two hundred million
loan for the purchase of Caba? Mr, Crittenden here made
& digression, 1o speak of Central American and otber wenk
States. It wes the policy of te American goveramant (o
maintain friendly feelinge with all the nations of the conti-
nont. He remembered when the American name was loved ;
when it was dear to the struggling republion; when the
declarations of encouragement that bad been spoken by
the voloe of Henry Clay were rond at the hoad of their ar-
mies. How have we lost all this? Read the m e, sod
there you will pee that we wre at variaoce with xi00,
Costa tica and Guatemala, and that we are buried (o dim?
cultics from the Fejee lalands to the Spanish throne, Do
all these speeches of war sugur well to the revenu? Yot
u bill Is now wdlu to place the miitry aod osval
forces  In hands of the President, apart aud
above the aclion of Congress. Has aoy ope the
constitutional  power o moke war  exoe Con.
gress? No, but you can hold a threat over the hosds
of thesn smull States, make them trombie, and geltie soy
claim whenever it shall appear good 1o the President 1o
do it. Mr. Crittenden dig not thek it worthy the mag-
nanimouvs character of our country to hunt vuk the weak
and let the strovg go free, 10 that bill should pass can we
exnect to be llla‘rewr. whow we bave oven Dow (0 renow
our geographieal knowledge to know where L places are
with which we have dilfiouitiest He referred, in ilinstra-
Hom, 10 the Paraguay expedition, the greawst srmadn that
ever left our ehores, saying it was to fight Lopes, & Para-
5“” chief, who In wer and ability was nob equal to
ohn Roas, the Cherokee Chiel,  He theo reforred o the
s;:fumi selzure of the somewhut populous States of
orn and Chihushos, to defond the froutier of the wil-
derncss poetically cally Arizona, The bill was moat un-
wige. It was o enable the President 1o make litthe wirs
with Iittle people.  He then reviewed the Ostend mani-
fegto, and ita implied hint that it Spain will not sell we
wiltake, The Presidont supporta his demand for thirty
miltlons  of dollars by the examplo of Jeltorson,
but the cases are not  paraliol.

Hitore  the troaly

" to by Comgress, ad oven o Com-
grosa pover  consent, the President cun deaw  the
mouey, and take it Bafo keaptog o bis own hinds, The

President himself may be above muspicion, bt the consii-
tution does not entruwt him with ooe dollar. The pands
of the Executive should be pure and unsolied by mouey,
He should be uokuspectod, and oot even ex w the
unesoupable suspioion of money deating.  Further, it is
unconstitutional, becanse It augments (e Pralh'lmt'l
power, and dur:;n the balance vetwesd the Stales,

Mr. Bunkir, (adm.) of La, and Me Davis, (wdm.) of
Minn. , her lluu;. EAYINE Lt this monsy 18 no more
under the control of the President than is an ordinary ap-
pﬂmﬁnuuu for forulgn interconrse

. CrevenoEy resumod—If wo had Cuba, a
two hundred millioos for i, it e

hi would say o har,
regened you from Kuropean o

tyrnany, mod hisve saved you
from belog a bulwark -gllauh s iu{hn bruds of -nr,lr\h
ropean power—establich a froo anid indepen font govirn-
ment of your own under our protection—it will be beiter
for you, and wo bolieve, for us.  He did uot wanl to see
an Anglo-Baxon race mingled with people who do ool -
derstand o apprecints one Imsptations, and  he did not
think that our country s grontnoss wis o be sohieved by
wdding woro o wore, but by Ollng 16 with arts anid in.
dustry.  He bolieved (hat this whole sohome of
polley woull hurst ke & bubble, The bill s a mere
Mece of fanfaronado: it s a part of the reworks nos
wet ablage to give a diloeet vomplesion aml bue o the
rather dnekened foatares of Loo administralion party.

Mr. Hare, fopp.) of N, W, followed on the same 6 e
He rald it bad been orroncously nunmed by the commi




